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LUBOMIR KRATKY: TYPOGRAFIA A KALIGRAFIA

LUBOMIR KRATKY: TYPOGRAPHY AND CALLIGRAPHY

Monograficka vystava vyznamného slovenského typografa a kaligrafa z autorovho archivu a zo
zbierok Slovenského muzea dizajnu

Monographic exhibition of a prominent Slovak typographer and calligrapher from the author’s
archive and the collections of the Slovak Design Museum

Miesto: Satelit, galéria dizajnu SCD, Hurbanove kasarne, Kolldrovo nam. 10, Bratislava
Otvdracie hodiny: 13.00 — 18.00, okrem pondelka

Trvanie: 6. september — 3. oktéber 2018

Vernisaz: 5. september (streda) o 18:00

Venue: Satelit, galéria dizajnu SCD, Hurbanove kasdrne, Kolldrovo ndm. 10, Bratislava
Opening hours: Wednesday - Sunday 1 pm - 6 pm, Tuesday 10 am - 6 pm

Duration: 6 September - 3 October 2018

Opening: 5 September (Wednesday), at 6 pm

Bratislava, 30.8.2018

Slovenské centrum dizajnu, galéria dizajnu Satelit a Slovenské muizeum dizajnu predstavuju
monograficku vystavu slovenského typografa, kaligrafa a grafického dizajnéra Lubomira Kratkeho
(1939) s nazvom Typografia a kaligrafia. Vyber vystavenych diel pochadza z autorovho osobného
archivu a zo zbierok Slovenského muzea dizajnu. Vystava kladie doraz predovsetkym na autorovu
kniZnu tvorbu, resp. grafickd Upravu knih a pracu s pismom.

Lubomir Kratky dnes patri medzi najvyznamnejsich slovenskych typografov, kaligrafov a grafickych
dizajnérov. Jeho profesionalna draha sa zacala v patdesiatych rokoch v Prahe, kde $tudoval odbor
grafickd Uprava tla¢ovin na Priemyselnej Skole grafickej. Prave pri Studiu tohto Specifického odboru
v Ceskom prostredi, kde knizny dizajn a typografia mali svoju hlboko zakorenenu tradiciu, ziskal
hlboky vztah k praci s pismom a ku grafickej Uprave knih. Remeslu typografa je verny dodnes. Prave
velké mena Ceskej typografie, ako napriklad Karel Dyrynk, Method Kaldb, Oldrich Menhart ¢i Oldfich
Hlavsa ho velmi ovplyvnili v jeho tvorbe. Po skonceni stidia v roku 1957 zacal pracovat v Bratislave
ako graficky dizajnér a veduci technickej a vytvarnej redakcie pre vydavatelstva Slovenské
pedagogické nakladatelstvo, Mladé leta a Slovensky spisovatel. Externe pracoval aj pre r6zne iné



slovenské i zahrani¢né vydavatelstva a p6sobil aj pedagogicky na oddeleni ilustracie Vysokej skoly
vytvarnych umeni v Bratislave, kde predndsal kniznu typografiu.

Jeho tvorba je charakteristicka najma Uctou k typografickej tradicii. Za rovnako délezité povazuje
vsetky zlozky knihy od obdlky aZ po tirdz Knihu riesi komplexne ako trojrozmerny objekt avzdy chce
mat vplyv aj na najmensi detail. Harmoniu povazuje za zakladny princip grafickej Upravy

a typografické pismo za najdoleZitejsi stavebny prvok kniznej konstrukcie. Na vystave su predstavené
najma tri hlavné linie jeho tvorby - praca na grafickom dizajne knih edicie Kruh milovnikov poézie
vydavatelstva Slovensky spisovatel, ktoré rieSi uz od roku 1964, r6znorodé detské knihy, na ktorych
spolupracoval s viacerymi vyznamnymi slovenskymi ilustratormi a volné kaligrafické realizacie

a knihy. Medzi jeho najznamejsSie prace patri napriklad detskd kniha Zlata brana z roku 1975, kde
spolupracoval s Miroslavom Ciparom. Graficky upravoval takmer vsetky knihy, ktoré ilustroval Albin
Brunovsky a s Dusanom Kallayom sa podielal na vydani knihy Alica v krajine zazrakov, ktora ziskala
mnohé ocenenia a vysla v niekolkych vydaniach aj v zahranici. Lubomir Kratky sa zaobera aj
kaligrafiou, volnou vytvarnou disciplinou. Hoci sa kaligrafia na Slovensku netesi velmi velkej
popularite, v Slovenskom spisovatelovi vydali v roku 1984 vyber poézie z edicie Kruh milovnikov
poézie v kaligrafickej forme. V roku 2001 vysla bibliofilia Daniel — Danielov sen s kaligrafiou biblického
textu Lubomira Kratkeho a leptami Dusana Kallaya.

Lubomir Kratky za svoju tvorbu ziskal pocetné ocenenia na Slovensku aj v zahranici, samostatne
vystavoval v Prahe, v Bratislave a v Rakusku a publikuje do odbornych ¢asopisov. Cielom vystavy je
okrem monografickej prezentacie autora aj upozornit verejnost na nendpadnu, prehliadand, ale zato
mimoriadne dolezitu a nosnu pracu knizného dizajnéra.

Bratislava, 30 August 2018

The Slovak Design Center, Design Gallery Satelit, and Slovak Design Museum are introducing a
monographic exhibition of the prominent Slovak calligrapher and graphic designer, Lubomir Krdtky
(1939), titled Typografia a kaligrafia. The selection of exhibited works originates from the author’s
personal archive and the collections of Slovak Design Museum. The exhibition primarily focuses on the
author’s book design, resp. book graphics and works with type.

Today Lubomir Krdtky belongs among the most distinguished Slovak typographers, calligraphers, and
graphic designers. His professional career started in the ‘50s in Prague where he studied the field of
graphics for print at Technical College of Graphics. It was during his studies of the specific field in the
Czech environment, where book design and typography had deeply established tradition, that his
relationship to working with type and book layout started. He still pursues typography until now. The
great names of Czech typography, such as, for instance, Karel Dyrynk, Method Kaldb, Oldrich
Menhart, and Oldfich Hlavsa; have had a significant influence on his work. After completing his
studies in 1957, he started to work in Bratislava as a graphic designer, and head of technical and
artistic editorial board for the publishing houses Slovenské pedagogické nakladatelstvo, Mladé letd,
and Slovensky spisovatel. Externally, he also worked for various other Slovak and foreign publishing
houses and also worked as a pedagogue at the Department of lllustration at Academy of Fine Arts in
Bratislava where he lectured on book typography.

His work is characteristic mainly with its respect to typographic tradition. For him, all the parts of a
book are equally important — from its cover to imprint. He approaches a book in its complexity as a
three-dimensional object, and he wants to influence even the smallest detail. He considers harmony
as the fundamental principle of graphic layout and typographic type as the most crucial building block
of book construction. The exhibition presents mainly three lines of this work: first the graphic design



of the book edition Kruh milovnikov poézie, published by the Slovensky spisovatel publishing house —
he has been working on it since 1964, then it looks at various books for children on which he
cooperated with prominent Slovak illustrators; it concludes with free calligraphic realisations and
books. Among his outstanding works, there is, for example, a children’s book, Zlatd brdna, from 1975,
he cooperated on it with Miroslav Cipdr. He did the layout of almost all books illustrated by Albin
Brunovsky, and with Dusanom Kdllay, he participated on publishing the book Alica v krajine zdzrakov
— it won many awards and was published in several editions also abroad.

Lubomir Krdtky pursues calligraphy — a free art discipline, too. Although calligraphy is not very
popular in Slovakia, in Slovensky spisovatel, they published a selection of poetry from the Kruh
milovnikov poézie edition in a calligraphic form. In 2001, the bibliophile, Daniel - Danielov sen, was
published with calligraphy of a Biblical text by Lubomir Krdtky and Dusan Kdllay's etching.

Lubomir Krdatky has won numerous awards for his work in Slovakia and abroad, he had solo
exhibitions in Prague, Bratislava, and Austria; he publishes in specialist journals. Besides the
monographic presentation of the author, the exhibition aims to draw the public eye to the
inconspicuous, overlooked, but extremely important and principal work of the book designer.
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