CONTENTS

List of Illustrations
Acknowledgments
Notes on Transliteration and Style

Introduction

Why Study the Turkic Peoples? Why Do They Matter? 1
Who Were the Turks? How Should We Define a Turk? 3
Natural and Historical Setting 6

1 The Earliest, Nomad Turkic Peoples of the Mongolian
Steppe: Tiele, Tiirks, and Uyghurs

The Tiele: The Earliest Turkic People 12
Who Were the Earliest Turkic People in History? 12
The Dingling/Tiele during the Xiongnu Period 13

The Gaoche/Tiele and the Xianbei, Rouran, and
Tabgach Empires 14

The First Tiele State: The Gaoche State in Jungharia 16

The Tiele and the Tiirks 16

The Xueyantuo Qaghanate 19

The Tiele and the Fall of the Second Tiirk Qaghanate 19
The Tiirks: The Founders of the First Turkic Empire 21

xiii
xiv
xvii

12



x Contents

|
Who Were the Ashina Tiirks? 21 |
The Formation of the First Turkic Empire 25 |

The Split of the Tiirk Qaghanate into the Eastern
and Western Tiirk States 28

The Fall of the Western Tiirks and the Rise of the
Tiirgesh Qaghanate 28

The Rise and Fall of the Second Tiirk Qaghanate 29
The Uyghurs: The Founders of the Tiele Empire 34

The Non-Tiirk Identity of the Uyghurs 35

The Pre-Imperial Uyghurs 36

The Rise of the Uyghur Empire 36

The Uyghur Cities in the Steppe 37

Bogii Qaghan and His Conversion to Manichaeism 39

The Decline and Fall of the Uyghur Qaghanate 39

The Uyghur Successor States in the Turfan Oasis
and the Gansu Corridor 40

The Uyghurs in the Mongol Empire 41

9 The Various Turkic Peoples of South Siberia, Central
Asia, and the Qipchaq Steppe: Qirghiz, Khazars,
Bulghars, Qarakhanid Tiirks, and Qipchags 48

The Qirghiz: A Turkic or Turkicized People of South Siberia 48

The Origins of the Qirghiz 48

The Pre-“Imperial” Qirghiz 51

The Qirghiz “Empire”: Breaking with the Orkhon

Traditions 52

The Qirghiz and the Mongols 53

The Qirghiz during the Post-Mongol Period 54
The Khazars: The Jewish Successors of the Tiirks 56

The Origins of the Khazars 56

The Formation and Consolidation of the Khazar
Qaghanate 57

Pax Khazarica or Khazar Peace 58
The Collapse of the Khazar Empire 58
Conversion to Judaism 58 .

The Bulghars: An Oghur Turkic People 65




Contents xi

The Origins of the Bulghars 65

The Bulghar States: Great Bulgharia, Danubian
Bulgharia, and Volga Bulgharia 66

The Qarakhanid Tiirks: The First Muslim Turks of Central Asia 68
The Origins of the Qarakhanids 69

The Qarakhanid Conversion to Islam and Conquest of
Transoxiana 70

The Eastern and Western Qarakhanid Qaghanates 71
Seljuk and Qara Khitai Vassalage 74
The Demise of the Qarakhanids 74
The Qipchags: The Turkic People of the Qipchaq Steppe 75
The Origins of the Qipchaqgs 76
The Birth of the “Qipchaq” Steppe 77
The Qipchags in Eurasian History 78
Qipchags in the Mongol Empire 78

The Oghuz Turkic Peoples of West Asia and the Middle
East: Seljuks, Ottomans, and Other Turkmen Groups

The Oghuz: A Turkic People of the Perso-Islamic World 84
The Origins of the Oghuz 84
The Oghuz Tribal Union or the Oghuz Yabghu State 85

The Seljuks: The Founders of a Sunni Muslim
Turkic Empire 90

The Origins of the Seljuks 90
The Seljuk Empire 91
The Seljuk Sultanate of Rum 93
The Ortomans: The Founders of a World Empire 94
The Origins and Formation of the Ottomans 94
The Ottoman Empire 97
The Turkmen Groups of Iran 101
The Qara Qoyunlu 101
The Aq Qoyunhu 101
The Safavids: a Turko-Persian Empire 102
The Afsharid Turkmen Empire 104
The Qajars: The Last Turkmen State of Iran 105

84



xii Contents

4 The Turko-Mongols (or “Mongol Turks”) of the Qipchaq
Steppe and Central Asia 109

The Chaghatays: The Turko-Mongols (or “Mongol
Turks”) of Central Asia 109

The Origins of the Chaghatays and Their Identity 109
The Timurid Empire 114

The Mughal Empire 119

The Moghul Khanate 124

The Uzbeks: The Turko-Mongols (or “Mongol Turks")
from the Qipchaq Steppe 126

The Origins and Formation of the Uzbeks 127
The Shibanid Uzbek States of Central Asia 129

The Uzbek Dynasties in Transoxiana
(Ma warad’ al-nahr) 129

The Khanate of Khogand: The Uzbek State in
Ferghana 134

The Khanate of Khiva: The Uzbek Dynasties in
Khorezm 137

The Qazags: The Eastern Wing of the Jochid Ulus 140
The Origins and Formation of the Qazaqs 140
The Qazaq Khanate 142

The Crimean Tatars: The Western Wing of the Jochid Ulus 149
The Origins and Formation of the Crimean Tatars 149
The Crimean Khanate 151

Epilogue 163
Appendix I: The Turkic Language Family 170
Appendix II: The Ancestries of The Turkic Peoples 172
Chronology 175
Bibliography 181

Index 193




