Contents

Introduction: Background and Methodological Framework 1
1.1 The Scope of Research 1
1.2 Aims, Methods of Analysis and Structure of the Book 6
References 15
Something Borrowed 19
References 47
The Rural Idyll? 49
References 86
Mending “A More Perfect Union” 89
References 116
The Nation and Race 119
References 153

From the “Pursuit of Happiness” to the “American Dream” 157

6.1 Self-evident Truths 159
6.2 Unalienable Rights 168
6.3 Pursuit of Happiness 172
6.4 (The) American Dream 177

xi



xii Contents

6.5 We, the People
6.6 A More Perfect Union
References

7 Inspiring the Nation

7.1 The Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God as the
Unalienable Rights (Life, Liberty and the Pursuit
of Happiness)

7.2 We the People of the United States, in Order to
Form a More Perfect Union [...], Do Ordain

7.3 Happy Dreams

References

8 Speaking in Many Voices
8.1 Self-Evident Truths
8.2 Unalienable Rights
8.3 Pursuit of Happiness
8.4 (The) American dream
8.5 We, the People
8.6 A More Perfect Union
References

9 Conclusion
References

Index

183
186
191

193

194

209
221
226

229
230
235
240
244
254
259
264

267
277

279



