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THE IMPACT OF HEALTH THREATS

ON THE SECURITY OF PEACEKEEPING
AND STABILIZATION MiSSIONS

Bozena KonEcka-SzyDEEKO®

ABSTRACT

Soldiers are currently one of the largest professional groups treated as long-
term travelers. They are stationed in difficult environmental conditions for
many months. The purpose of this article is to present the scale of health
threats faced by participants in peacekeeping and stabilization missions/
operations. Today’s security challenges encompass a huge mass of complexes
and evolving threats such as pandemics, international terrorism, organized
crime, cyber threats, environmental degradation and natural disasters. The
thesis of the article is that in the era of modern threats, health problems of
soldiers include transmission diseases, zoonoses, combat and non-combat
injuries. The Central and South Asian region has the highest rate of infec-
tious and invasive diseases in the world. Afghanistan and Pakistan are the
reporting countries for poliomyelitis. Taking into account the following
issues, it is extremely important to monitor the scale of health threats to
participants in military operations, to conduct appropriate risk assessments
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