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THE PHENOMENON OF STRONG POLITICAL LEADERSHIP EMBODIED
IN SLOVAK PRIME MINISTERS - VLADIMIR MECIAR AND ROBERT FICO

Doc. PhDr. Branislav Kovacik, PhD.
Mgr. Michal Kluéiarovsky

Faculty of politicial science and international relations, University of Mate] Bel in Banska
Bystrica, Slovakia

ABSTRACT:
The transformation process of the Slovak Republic from a socialist state into a

democratic republic left scope and considerable potential for the creation and
establishment of the charismatic leadership in terms of emerging young democracy. The
development of Slovak political system after the fall of communism was the least linear
in all the surrounding countries undergoing these transitions. The aim of this work will
therefore mean serving an analysis of meciarism period and its main protagonist-
Vladimir Meciar in Slovakia and look for parallels in the attributes of this specific
phenomencn in the current political system and the integrity of Prime Minister Robert
Fico. Our effort is not a comparison of individual mandate of these leaders in the
executive branch of the country, but finding parallels in terms of political culture that
persuaded citizens and thus the electorate to the devotion and support for political
parties HZDS-Movement for a Democratic Slovakia SMER-Social Democracy not only
in the past, but also in the current parliamentary term. We believe that the establishment
and the development of the phenomencn of alike strong leadership is becoming an
integral part of the political culturc of some post-socialist countries that turned in young
democracies. The personality of Vladimir Meciar was and remains once the most
important, but also the most controversial in the history of independent Slovak
statehood. Meciarism also accounis for a period called the era of hard and
uncompromising policies, documented by a famous statement of this main
representative: "The elections are over - get used to it". In a tranfered meaning this
statement describes the period from 1990 to 1998 during which a fully apparent strength
of the charismatic personality of Vladimir Meciar and seek to promote his own interests
sheltered as his party’s view at the cost of tiny fine supptession of democratic rights and
freedoms, or culminating political competition. In the political culture in Slovakia,
however, it is possible to find a kind of natural tradition of trust and faith of the people
in powerful political leaders. The name "Father of the Nation" earned Meciar from
common people after the fall of communism when they saw a strong leader who would
lead the nation in situation so requires direct use of force and the people would give
them a sense of security and safety under stable leadership. That is why we have
synthesized these phenomena in order to find a basic starting point for the re-birth of the
“eult" of strong political personality in the form of leadership of Robert Fico, whose
social-democratically oriented political party filled a vacancy on the party spectrum of
HZDS gradual departure from the political scene. The phenomenon of "meciarism"
reincarnated in the form of "ficism" increasingly resonating on the Slovak political as
well as the media scene, on us to reflect its basic ideological resources that can attrackt
potential voters of today.
Keywords: Vladimir Me¢iar, meciarism, Rébert Fico, HZDS, SMER-SD, political
party, leadership, charismatic leadership, election, dominance, government
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INTRODUCTION
reactions on privatization and the eruption of first scandals and causes
SIS: Slovak Information Service — at the head of which stood Ivan Lexa

sformational dragging the son of president Michal Kovag abroad
i P % absolutization of personality and leadership: establishment of the cult of

“meciarism”
democratic regime with latent elements of authoritarianism and manipulation of

contemporary mass media and public opinion.
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HERIALS AND METHODS

ntemporary power demonstration by Vladimir Meéiar is currently classified as
ise of majoritarian rights, in political science referred to as realization of tyranny
egy of the majority. The views of the political science community included
eciarism in demagogy, in which according to the British political scientist Baylis the
ific traits are inability to create compromises, to negotiate and find consensus.
y because of that it is possible to find assosiations leading to communistic
ion. As D. Olson puts it, the existence of these movements is characteristic for the

concrete politician9»
an?” we stri . € of po ;
form’ed the contemporary qoc;.lg(:e .mto several crucial atﬁigtl:tfj Mty and support of scite stage of transformation. [3]
* escalating riots against t}::; s of that period, | consequence, we suppose that the period of meciarism presents an unflattering
** subsequent f; contempor. ialiati r of illiberal democracy on our territory. The concept of a hybrid regime
: all of soc; ary socialistic estab]; Y . P Yy BIS,
f’ unclear politicg] SOC;:;?hsm by the “velvet revolutmn”tabhshmem nominated by the attribute illiberal demacracy, was first used by the American
% the onset of the oy economical futyre of the comm ical analyst Fareed Zakaria. A hybrid regime is according to Zakaria a political
Into society rmation process — application ofolel Czechoslovak sfate lishment making use of elections, but avoiding liberal elements. In practice it
% democratizari emocratic co, ious and targeted manipulation of electoral outcomes and lo f
. ne ation of co ) mponen 5 consci argeted manip n of electora omes an 8§ 0
% political culpyre - r(t)trotgmg and controljed institutions sparency in the decision-making process and administration of public affairs. This
past Afier the Te"olutiol:l . € message of strong, charism At me does not have other resources as to directly head for absolutization of popular
event ; ¢ personalities of the reignty.

s in Russia ang
thoughts of Zakaria became the starting point for the German political scientist

lolfgang Merkel, who exposed Dahl’s theory of polyarchy to forceful criticism.

erkel created his own typology, in which he called a regime standing in between

thoritarianism and liberal democracy a “defect democracy”. This can have three

erent types, whereas in the first case it is an “exclusive democracy”, localized

cially in the South African countries, connected with limitations of human and

izen rights of racial motivation. The second type, which has neither been localized

re is “domain democracy”, respecting by the decision-making process the existence of
ed forces in the country. The last type, which partially fulfills the characteristic traits

the period of meciarism until 1994 in Slovakia is “illiberal democracy”, which

nsciously and targetly suppresses certain civil and human liberties, right for
formation and brings unclear parliamentary procedures or influences the activity of
¢ judiciary.

" In order to apply these theoretical concepts on the political regime and government in
* Slovakia between 1994-1998 we regard the most appropriate the thought of competitive
authoritarianism of two American political scientists — Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way.
'~ In sence of their competitive authoritarianism there occurs separation of powers and
official political institutions gain legitimacy and political authority through elections.
However, the election outcomes and the concrete victories of the governing political
clite are not achieved through the prism of manipulating elections. Moreover, there is an
opposition, which is capable of taking part in the elections in a not negligible way.
Nevertheless, here we are getting to a breaking point, as election rules of the game are
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were also felt from the impact on SIS — Slovak Information Service and from
Jmination of its new chairman, Ivan Lexa, who operated in some inappropriate
es. Who controls information services and the secret service, gains an unbeatable
arative advantage against his counterparts. Megiar was aware of that fact, and he
each workday with his staff with a meeting, where he dealt with actual events in
country. These thoughts are underpinned by several causes between 1994 and 1998
 the signature of L. Lexa. Among the most famous and most socially compelling
- the causes of Triptich: adoration of three kings, the assassination of Robert
nikat, dragging Michal Kovag jr. to Austria, aspiration to sabotage the authority of
oresident of the Slovak Republic and reduction of his tenure. From these facts it is
arent that the police and the secret service became immanent tools of the Meciar
aganda and power and secured him safe and almost unrivaled position. [7]
 field of mass media in the Megiar era and currently is almost not comparable.
ore 1996 only public televisional media operated in Slovakia. Because of that, the
adcasting time, space and possibilities of contemporary politicians of the governing
were de facto unlimited, as the governing party or the coalition decided on the

often violated b -
Y the governin : .
state apparatu 1g power. It is especially enab], i
kind of pregimsé &I;Zn?estﬁnd !mpact on the public opinion tl?foﬁyhd:;eet i m?
Drttiodis o, n the _long run constantly maintains Spaceg £ e ‘med1a
endel ot e!ectioiu 'orliz;r;gmsm had a relatively short carrier ::' Sr;gl:ku: chan
e S In s ovakia,
EOEIIIC;] nor social community [4]’ and thus it did not come to its fixture ina’n
ne of the k : ; .
of govemmei}ti. dg;m;m?nts of creating the young Slovak democracy j -
government and inngjﬁeem of oligarchic democracy, based e \Zslisb [E:Ed;al System
R govermnment, which y : lemocra
Toots in pri ¢ > 1ch possessed
[ 'tutiogaivztt])satlon following the political line of the e:;;’ﬂomlc i
overshadowed -y Of.f_) ower tools by V. Megiar The e transTONTAHORE
o ed the political spectrum. The distrib t" _gOVETBanF:e of V. M
%} [e; was not strong.[5] ution of right - wing and Jefi-w,
€ pienomenon of meciarism h
) as naturalized h e
cene only after 1998, Exac on the Slovak political and
Viadimir Metiar into two ?1(21{1'3;;: C?‘Taseef()f:hat fact we divided the politicI:Jasci:e}ee
regime change and escalates 1 o st one begins with the velvet re luti o}
Republic in 1095, 7t s 1n the elections to the Nation 1 L revolution ¢
98. The secor i . al Council of =k
party and ifs leader i Opgg;i)gz is chqractenzed by the activity of the HZI:}SIE S]]P; ual financial package for these public companies. The absence of wide coverage of
o n until the election year 2006 and the Spr() i et services and higher readability of printed media absorbed the possible creation
means a definitive break-down of h el expansion of some causes, which did not have to space to proliferate. Alternative
€ party and departure of jts founder and chairmar ption of medial reality is seen on the example of causes as Gorila or Sasanka
2 efore the elections in 2012, which directly exploded in the Slovak medial field. As
a puts it, with its own moralistic approach mass medial tools can operate as an
uential guard of ethic and legal norms. Great amount of research in political science
specially in the 607 of the 20% century, however, did not approve the fact that mass

the first democratic accomplishme
count o nts and freedoms, Th Bt
culmrgyb‘:giiz ﬂfo‘:;lgmﬁcam. [6:‘} The first free news vie(izmb?-irjiphmal a0y O.f a are the dominant factor in forming personal values. Mass means were tools of
difficult transf, ange expressively. Mediar was aware of th eccasted andipoll nethening political views, but not instruments of change. [8]

i i ormational times, which reminded of _do the needs of the nation i A ngdp ntrol” wa, e of the main mottos of ill.M &ar's governments. The
i iCeas of democracy, freedo l;at.:;eisnutrafgsi?on (;vas c?qgrnact(;rized by :sl.lr(}))lusE (s)tate esgfnes, wghoich lggizm-atel}’
ded to find private investors, who would administer them. Privatization was a
ving power of fruiting economics and pour into the state the first important hundreds

to face innumera
ble challenges and reziduals of the past regime. Specific f ad
. M1c feature of
billions crouns. The language of numbers, crucial attribute for economists, however,

bursting part : ;
subsequerft esiia;l)i(:;:]nenino fstlf;?kiii wasd cleavage of existing political parties a
to form. Me¢iar also und. Jererades, from which new political subj o

erstood this social Inquiry by building up vp S g tells 2bout the disadvantage of the second wave of privatization under the third Me&iar
i i 1 ~ D5 overnment in 1994-1998. The government with the FNN — Fond nérodného majetku

against Violence — For a D i I
emocratic Slovakia). This
_ . platform ad
dressed a great amoun Fond of National Property) decided on the sale of state assets Megiar defended
vatization as one of the main incomes for state budget of the contemporary era and

-amouflaged untransparent government steps with decision-making power. However, it
a clear fact that for the second wave of privatization were prepared assets in an
imated market height of 109 billion and feasibly it was sold only for 31 billion
svak crouns. From this results that Megiar’s government, in contrast with Dzurinda’s
‘government, privatized with a loss for the Slovak state. [9]
‘The second stage after 1998 is characterized by the profilation of the cult of meciarism
and new political ambitions of the HZDS leader. As Uhlerové indicates, after the
parliamentary elections in 1998 HZDS did not get into governmental position and was
jant upon secondary roles in opposition. After 1998 trade unions partly took
advantage of the fact that with their activities in the election campaign they participated
' in the fall of the previous government, and by that also in democratization of political
terms in Slovakia, what for a certain time period ensured raising prestige. Secondly,

from party colle
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the country needed to lean on a strong leader, also at the expense of loss of certain
wereignty of civil rights and freedoms, is over. A charismatic leader in the person of
ert Fico has currently to face much more competition from the right, mass medial
nstraints and messy causes, which can move with public opinion. In the Slovak
al culture there occurs an effect of drawing personal responsibility by faults of
litical functionaries or nominats of the party, as it was after the cause of CT against
ol Paska. Whereas, paradoxically, under Megiar the moving force was the street,
thich got him on the pedestal of the Slovak executive and saw in him a stabilizing pilar
second round. According to Kovigova x fruiting democratic society. [13] Just the same street afterwards wamed the
participation  belon 1cova, among the primary determinants of elects overnment 20 years later that citizens sensitively perceive redistribution and pumping
e b 100g  two  main institutional £ ants ot electo o ;
eI_CFtlons proceeding and introduction ; actors, parallelism of of means from the state budget. Here we can.feel the message of the era from the
visibly strengthen voter turnout Th 01 compulsory voter turnout. [11] Both facto “and second wave of privatization, whose consequences are felt also in current
- 1he last attempt at big comeback to politics s. Last but not least, under pressure of significant medialization and ability to
ess masses the constraint and extent of social control of politicians is increasing.

way to the ; : . » in spite of th .
" of state continued after fj Y
tenure and X ; arter five yea -
reand in 2064 Mecmr. again ran for the position againstyhisrioz?t{:;g; S['Ct}'llISt 3
2 olitic

involvement in the i e
; - governing coalition of SMER- : :
glrco _HOWever, this partnership was not for the P?gégtéf}lle lieaddOII:Wthh ool ilarl hi d Raébert Fi 1 ied the bi f defeat i
owing position of R. Fico ; ; ual and by far ad c ilarly as his predecessor, dbert Fico also ftrie e bitter taste of defeat in
emphasized the disparity betwezlei h}is Stm”gthell”_!g political influence even m idential elections. He decided to candidate in the mid-term of his governing, what
im and Mectiar, who was only a perceived considerably negatively by the public. Presidential elections between

penetration of electio gz rej Kiska and Rabert Fico, however, were not a referendum about Fico, as he
n programmes and posmbl_hty to address the old generation 0 ) "‘cjted in the beginning. In the political culture of the Slovaks, the position of the
£ ne minister is the heighest and most serious authority, exactly because of that fact,
ens did not want the incumbent chef of executive to leave and let an unclear
eming gamiture under the leadership of someone, who before the elections was not
' medialised as his successor. The single campaign of Fico falsely rested on the
port of the political party, as he entered these elections by himself and did not
age to motivate electors outside his own party spectrum. His aims towards the
servative electorate did not succeed and subsequently blocked the possibility od
ning young liberal first-voters and voters. The defeat of R. Fico was according to the
itical scientist, G. MeseZnikov, caused mainly by the fact that a large political party,
he Smer is, should have more candidates on different positions. Its chef and Prime
lister Robert Fico established that kind of power system that forced him to candidate
presidential elections and the party did not generate any other candidate and

bert Fico lost. It is an advice for him. [12]

The end of Viadimir Megiar’ iti
_ ) _ 1ar's political care i
cloniions: : er came in 2012 after i
i {1}11f ‘:ht:cga:;sa;zfgamed only 1% of voters ‘support. Th:rre::ogsrfl‘:)arilh £
T erences were several. In th
e ;o .
hz;e;s;v;;ffo? c_)f the leader to control affairs in the pm‘eryfzgfigrs(;z?i e s*{ood
o pomiei ;ganThese carrier purges gradually created an abse;cz s?d X
N and. beowever, the party was under constraint of the events )(/)OU_IS?[ X
s Movei:aenn:o braJ:j;h off the original values. [12] The social de?noﬁra
was disappearin of
e ; sapp g so fast as the elect [
strengthened, which raised oneself during one electorglri]er]:razs;z Slf th:’:
: e stre

s to exami I ﬂl S er alSO on the ba 1S act of h de O (8) SI()II
88 1 1 a t 818 of ﬂle mp. 18 c181ons on the Cu

essage and the historic imprint that the personality of Vladimir Megiar graved in
of the nation has not been totally destroyed by his departure from politics, but only
2006, the sub ; i ed back. Despite the contro_versial steps, actions and_ depisions that Meciar dL_lring
y Sequent. victory in 2010, even without constituti i : career accomplished, he by right deserves the denomination “father of the nation”.

ing government. The mos ciarists after the fall of socialist regime managed to build an independent, sovereign,

cratic state on a greenfield, without significant support of West European
iries, to which the existence of such subject in Central Europe did not always seem
rable. Metiar thus managed something that no-one yet achieved, recast all Slovak
s about independence, statehood and freedom into a functional state, and because
s. no-one can refuse and withdrow from him. Society set up different mirror for
tt Fico, in which we do not find any reflection of a need for national hero or
ant for independence, statehood and sovereignty of the nation. With his charism,
ing and of course, political steps and decisions, he built up an image of strong

Findi 3
& parallels between the personality of Rébert Fico and Viadimir Meiar is inde
1ar 1s iny ;
r, who administers his party and his government firmly, last but not least he

1 Y .
relat Vely eﬁSy, but 18 bu]lt on dlametzall dliféreﬂt pO]ltICal and social baSlS H'le
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ABSTRACT

i icle bears the name of proble : ' :
'lr;l;;r;t‘cilse diiided into two parts. The first part :s_a_ddr{:ssmg to issue
]'e;Vel.and in the second part we examine them empirically.
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INTRODUCTION
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